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Get Training in Crises Response

e A pilot training project initiated by Survival Instincts will conduct a
series of workshops to train common residents in uncommon skills

e Out of the five levels that are available for certification in the system,
Survival Instincts will be conducting courses on three

Sonali Shenoy

hennai will soon

have its very own

battalionof Crisis

Response Volun-

teers (CRV). For

the uninitiated, a

CRV is a layman who has been

trained in multiple levels of res-

cue ranging from natural di-
sasters to buildings ablaze.

In the aftermath of the flood,

a pilot training project initiated

by Survival Instincts, the au-

thorised provider of American

Red Cross health and safety pro-

grammes, will conduct a series

of workshops between February

and April to train common resi-

dents in uncommon skills.

“By the end of April, we hope
to have 1,000 CRVs ready,” says
Anoop Madhavan, on the side-
lines of an orientation session
on Sundav ahead of the work-

who work in tandem with vari-
ous state and local professional
first responding agencies. These
skills will cover everything
from map reading and tactical
rope rescues to more advanced
procedures such as offering life
support for cardiac arrest.

In the past, Madhavan has
led workshops on the same for
National Security Guards Black
Cats, Indian Army, Indian Navy
and Central Paramilitary Forc-
es although the ‘certification’
that is a part of this programme
will be a first so far.

“As per standard CERT
fraining, each skill set is certi-
fied at a different level. This
is a standard that provides an
understanding to the person
heading a team, what exactly a
CRV'’s skills are and how he can
be uwlul in a situation, when
there is an emergency at hand,”
he says.

Out of the five levels that are
available for certification in the
system, Survival Instincts will
be conducting courses on three.
“As you go up in certification,
the skills and equipment get
more expensive,” explains Mad-
havan, whose non-profit organi-
sation will be conducting this
training free of cost to anybody
interested.

To be more effective, his team
will be splitting the city into
‘grids’ which is a geo profile of
the city based on its population.
Each grid is approximately five
square kilometres. And accord-
ing to the experts, the ideal ratio
of CRV to population is 1:100.

“If the CRV is a resident of
the area, all the better as he
will have better knowledge of
resources in the area such as
hospitals, electricians, plumb-
ers and so on,” another member
of the team adds.

Efforts of
volunteers
during the

floods were
disorganised.
They also put
themselves
in danger
because
there were
no rescue
protocols in

Madhavan,

$
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Get Training in Crises Response
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o A pilot training project initiated by Survival Instincts will conduct a

series of workshops to train common residents in uncommon skills

o Out of the five levels that are available for certification in the system,
Survival Instincts will be conducting courses on three

Sonali Shenoy

hennai will soon
have its very own
battalionof Crisis
Response Volun-
teers (CRV). For
the uninitiated, a
CRV is a layman who has been
trained in multiple levels of res-
cue — ranging from natural di-
sasters to buildings ablaze
In the aftermath of the flood,
a pilot training project initiated
by Survival Instincts, the au-
thorised provider of American
Red Cross health and safety pro-
grammes, will conduct a series
of workshops between February
and April to train common resi-
dents in uncommon skills
“By the end of April, we hope
to have 1,000 CRVs ready,” says
Anoop Madhavan, on the side-
lines of an orientation session
on Sunday ahead of the work-
shops. “We realised that a lot of
regular people were stepping up
to volunteer during the floods,
but not only were their efforts
unorganised, they also put
themselves in danger because
there were no rescue protocols

who work in tandem with vari-
ous state and local professional
first responding agencies. These
skills will cover everything
from map reading and tactical
rope rescues to more advanced
procedures such as offering life
support for cardiac arrest

In the past, Madhavan has
led workshops on the same for
National Security Guards Black
Cats, Indian Army, Indian Navy
and Central Paramilitary Forc-
es although the ‘certification’
that is a partof this programme
will be a first so far.

“As per standard CERT
training, each skill set is certi-
fied at a different level. This
is a standard that provides an
understanding to the person
heading a team, what exactly a
CRV’s skills are and how he can
be useful in a situation, when
there is an emergency at hand,”
he says.

Out of the five levels that are
available for certification in the
system, Survival Instincts will
be conducting courses on three.
“As you go up in certification,
the skills and equipment get
more expensive,” explains Mad-
havan, whose non-profit organi-
sation will be conducting this
training free of cost to anybody
interested

To be more effective, his team
will be splitting the city into
‘grids’ which is a geo profile of
the city based on its population.
Each grid is approximately five
square Kilometres. And accord-
ing to the experts, the ideal ratio
of CRV to population is 1:100.

“If the CRV is a resident of
the area, all the better as he
will have better knowledge of
resources in the area such as
hospitals, electricians, plumb-
ers and so on,” another member
of the team adds

How you can be a Crisis Response Volunteer

Level 1,2 and CERTs iss a programme organised by the US Government's
3programmes = Federal Emergency Management Agency to trainlocal
will be quick responders to work together withthe various federal,
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